
Saint Nicholas Episcopal Church 
Hamilton, Georgia !!

The Annual Meeting of Saint Nicholas Episcopal Church was held January 12, 2014. 
Father Jeff Jackson presided and opened with prayer. 

Father Jeff presented the following resolution: 

For those whose terms are expiring: !
Whereas Gene Demonet served as Treasurer of St. Nicholas for 3 years, 
maintaining our finances and keeping us good stewards of all of God’s gifts to us, 
and !
Whereas Connie Blackmon served 3 years on the Vestry as Outreach Committee 
chair, organizing our efforts to serve our community through Relay For Life, 
fostering our relationship with Christian Valley Church, maintaining our 
commitments to FOCUS, CVEM, and the Diocese of Atlanta, and !
Whereas Lynn Hall served the Vestry as Clerk for 1 year, then served 3 years on the 
Vestry as Adult Formation chair, organizing classes and events for spiritual growth, 
and Communications chair, maintaining our parish communications via the weekly 
Spirit of St. Nicholas newsletter, getting St. Nicholas recognized regularly in the 
Harris County Journal, developing our online church directory, making signs and 
banners for events, taking photos of all our parish events, and serving as Junior 
Warden in the past year, and !
Whereas Linda Sawyer served a full 3-year term on the Vestry as Worship 
Committee chair and Parish Life organizer, bringing the congregation together in 
fellowship and worship on a monthly or semi-monthly basis with dinners, events, 
and parties, and also serving as Senior Warden, supporting the rector and leading 
the Vestry, and  !
Whereas Heather Roper served on the Vestry for a half-term, organizing our 
programs to our youth, and !
Whereas Larry Nordin served on the Vestry for a half-term, maintaining our 
grounds, organizing work days, painting the church, and making St. Nicholas’ 
exterior look fantastic, and !
Whereas Bill Caudill and Gabe Clouser represented St. Nicholas at the Diocese of 
Atlanta’s Annual Council, and !
Whereas Amy Buchanan chaired the Children’s Formation Committee, implementing 
a new curriculum, training teachers, and organizing many children’s events, and  !
Whereas David Walker chaired the Hospitality Committee, making our parish warm 
and welcoming to newcomers and long-timers alike, and !
Whereas Scott Crowley chaired the Stewardship Committee in another successful 
annual fund campaign, and 



!
Whereas Patty Hamilton chaired the 2013 Lobsterfest and made it our most 
successful event to date, and !
Whereas Noelle Huling served as Administrative Assistant with great skill and 
dedication, !
Be it resolved that the Rector, Vestry, and congregation of St. Nicholas Episcopal 
Church give our most sincere gratitude and love to these individuals for their 
service to Christ and his Church.  !
Motion was made and passed to adopt the resolution. 

Father Jeff reviewed the Stewards of the Month for 2013, who included: Dorothy 
Webster; The Lenten Series committee; Dave Halmrast; Jenny Jackson, Bill Caudill 
and Chris Dixon; The SNICK Teen Mentors (Macie Edwards, Austin Hubbard, 
Madison Martin); David and Katherine Johnson; VBS volunteers; The Lobsterfest 
committee; Marci Horne; Gene Demonet; and the outgoing vestry of 2013, Linda 
Sawyer, Lynn Hall and Connie Blackmon. 

The outgoing vestry was honored with a presentation. 

Father Jeff announced the appointment of Bill Caudill as Senior Warden for 2014. 
Linda Sawyer presented Bill with a cross that was a gift from John McEachern to 
then Senior Warden Sue Halmrast. The cross has been passed to each Senior 
Warden since that time. 

The slate of nominees for vestry was presented. They are Katherine Johnson, Nick 
Simpson and Sheri Cody. After hearing no nominations from the floor and after a 
motion duly made and seconded, the slate was elected. 

Father Jeff explained some changes in the way the vestry operates. The vestry will 
transition from being in charge of specific areas of ministries, to having members of 
the congregation take those roles. The following committee appointments were 
announced: Connie Blackmon, Treasurer 2014, Sheila Dixon and Rebecca Crowley, 
Children’s Ministries; Patty Hamilton, Hospitality; Susan Batastini, Lobsterfest and 
Communications; Gabe Clouser, Outreach; Linda Sawyer, Parish Life; Bert Tomlin, 
Worship; Marci Horne, Daughters of the King; Bob Hamilton, Adult Formation; 
Phebe Robertson, Building and Katherine Johnson, Pastoral Care. Father Jeff 
announced that the vestry meets every fourth Sunday after church and that all 
parishioners are welcome. 

In the absence of Gene Demonet and Connie Blackmon, the budget was presented 
by Father Jeff. A more detailed report will be present to the Vestry the next Vestry 
meeting. 



The building committee, consisting of Bill Caudill, Phebe Robertson, Chris Butzon, 
Kenny Hall, Dexter Evans and David Walker was recognized for their work. Past 
members Sue Halmrast, Heather Roper and Jackie Lintner were also thanked. 
Father Jeff then introduced our building contractor, William Bray of Thayer-Bray. 

Phebe Robertson went over the latest plans and explained changes and cuts.  

Bill Caudill reported on the construction budget and building costs. The original 
estimated budget from the architects was $532,000. The bid from Thayer-Bray is 
$774,000, which was the lower bid of the two we received. The Building Committee 
has worked with the architects and the contractor to value-engineer the plans and 
have come up with about $120,000 of savings. 

Scott Crowley, who was our Capital Campaign chair, explained that the campaign 
raised $413,560. The diocese advised that we should expect a discount in those 
pledges over time as people’s ability to give will change. With a 5% discount in 
2014 and a 10% discount in 2015, we can reasonably expect $328,000 in pledges. 
With prior gifts of $100,000 and $75,000 from a diocesan loan, our current 
standing is $503,000. We expect to get a construction loan of $200,000 which will 
be folded into our current mortgage. That puts the total budget at $703,000.  

Scott suggested that the shortfall could be made up by asking parishioners to 
extend their 3 year pledges (2013-2015) to 4 years (2016), and asking new 
members to pledge for a 3-year commitment (2014-2016).  

If the parish agrees and commits to extending their pledges, we can start the 
project immediately. An informal consensus of those present concurred with the 
idea. 

With no other business before the parish, the meeting was adjourned. 

     


