
St. Nicholas Vestry Meeting Minutes     February 22, 2015 

Those present were: Kin Brown, Sheri Cody, Ed Cooling, Rebecca Crowley, Bob 

Hamilton, Katherine Johnson, Phebe Robertson and Nick Simpson. Bert Tomlin and 

David Walker were excused. Also attending Melissa Hammonds 

Bob Hamilton opened the meeting with prayer and provided lunch. 

Sheri Cody gave a thorough presentation on our Visioning Committee results from 
Survey Monkey.  The essence is that the parish is pleased with our direction and 
vision, we just need to do more of it.  The recommendation was made and 

discussion held around sharing the results with the committees and asking them to 
incorporate high priority initiatives relevant to their committee into their annual 

goals/plans. Consensus was reached to do so.  The vestry also agreed that the 
results be made available to all parishioners via the newsletter. Melissa Hammonds 
suggested a mission focused kid’s activity that results in accomplishment that our 

kids can do in an outreach ministry. The idea being that it will help them 
understand the blessing that comes from helping others.  This also is to be referred 

to Children’s Formation for action. 
  
Chris and Sheila Dixon and Skeeter and Denise Cotton were nominated by 

Katherine Johnson and seconded by Bob Hamilton as Stewards of the Month for 

their contributions to Mardi Gras.  The motion passed by unanimous acclamation. 

Fr. Jeff reported that we have 3 people interested in discernment of lay or ordained 

ministry, 2 of which attended the Here I Am retreat at the Cathedral last Saturday. 

At the retreat, we were encouraged to create Parish Committees on Ministry 

(PCOMs) as a next step for these individuals. I am awaiting their responses on 

whether they want to do this or not. 

Phebe Robertson presented a Building Committee Report indicating that as of 

12/30/14 the new building has come in under budget by $62,525. Through Phebe, 

Bill Caudill cautions that there may be some small charges yet realized.  He also 

asked to see the full accounting prepared by our CPA for confirmation purposes.   

As vestry liaison for the Finance Committee and Stewardship Committee I (Nick 

Simpson) attempted to help everyone understand how we approved a $23,000 

budget deficit for 2014 yet came in with a deficit in the amount of $51,403.76.  We 

began with a deficit of $23,000, were hit with an in/out transfer of $20,000 for Zion 

where we received the $20,000 fund in December 2013 and disbursed the $20,000 

fund in January 2014.  In addition pledge and contributions were down a total of 

$8,000 over 2013.  This yielded the $51,000 deficit.  I further reported the 

formation of the new Stewardship Committee and how it evolved.  We will be 

hosting Tammy Pallot, a member of the Diocesan Stewardship Commission, on 

Tuesday, 2/24/15 at 6:30 PM and everyone is encouraged to attend.   



Fr. Jeff requested that we move the March vestry meeting to March 29th and 

everyone agreed. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer. 

Nick Simpson 
 

Addendum:  After this meeting and via email, Fr. Jeff requested the vestry approve 
an addition to the budget in the amount of $1,750 for the required Diocesan Audit 

based on our total budget.  The actual cost incurred will be $2,850 + $150 Expense 
Allowance for a total of $3,000.  However, the Diocese has agreed, at Fr. Jeff’s 
request, to pay $1,250 of this expense as a onetime grant; thus the request for the 

budget addition of $1,750.   
 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nick Simpson 

 

 

 

 


