March 2011

Ash Wednesday

with the St. Nicholas Choir
March 9, 6:30pm

“I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-
examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on
God'’s holy Word.” (BCP, page 265)

Ash Wednesday is the start of our holy journey through Lent. We will gather as a community to
celebrate Ash Wednesday and the imposition of ashes at 6:30pm on March 9. However, if you
cannot make it to the service that evening, Fr. Jeff will be available from 12:00 to 5:00pm in the
church to administer a brief liturgy for Ash Wednesday with the imposition of ashes.

Also, if you would like to make a private confession through the Rite of Reconciliation, Father Jeff
will be available to hear those as well. In the Episcopal church, confessions are done as a “all may,
some should, none must” basis. If you have a burden that you need to unload, this would be a
good time to do so, and it’s a great way to start off your Lenten journey.
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Searching for a New

Bishop
from Father Jeff

Last month we all received
news that our current bishop,
the Right Reverend J. Neil
Alexander is resigning in order
to take a teaching position at
Emory in Atlanta. Bishop
Alexander has been our
Diocesan Bishop for 10 years
coming to us from a teaching career. It is no surprise
that he is going to continue his ministry in this way at
Emory, and I, for one, am extremely happy for him,
although a bit bummed to lose him as bishop. His gifts
as bishop was definitely one of many reasons | wanted
to serve in this diocese, and his support of me and St.
Nicholas has been unwavering.

For many in our congregation, this is the first shift in
bishops that we’'ve experienced. So it's important to
know a bit about the process in finding a bishop. The
Standing Committee of the diocese, which in many
ways acts like the “vestry” of the diocese, is
responsible for the election of the next bishop. They
have yet to release the official full process that we will
go through, but this is typically how a bishop process
goes.

First, the Standing Committee will appoint a number of
committees to do the work. One committee will work on
developing a diocesan profile, which will include who
we are and who we want to be. It will include the gifts
and qualities we seek in a bishop. Parishes do this kind
of work as they search for a rector.

Another committee is the Nominating Committee. Each
convocation (a diocese is divided up into convocations
based on areas; ours is the Chattahoochee Valley
Convocation and includes the churches in LaGrange
stretching down to Columbus) will choose 1 clergy and
1 lay person to serve on the Nominating Committee.
On March 27, we will have a convocational meeting at
St. Thomas in Columbus to elect these 2
representatives. Anyone who is a member of a parish
in the convocation may run for the Nominating
Committee, so if you're interested, please see me. The
Nominating Committee will meet frequently to receive
names of potential candidates and they will go through
the task of sifting through the nominees. They will do
numerous background and

reference checks. Ultimately, they will come up with a
slate of candidates.

Once the official slate is put forth, the candidates will
come for “walkabouts” where they will go around the
diocese meeting people. They will make presentations
and will answer questions from folks in the diocese.
This is the clearest way folks will get to know the
candidates.

Then, there will be a special Diocesan Council where
we will meet to have the election. The clergy and lay
representatives to the last regular Diocesan Council
will attend and will get to vote. This election council will
take place in 2012, so our 2011 representatives, Chris
and Jackie Lintner, will get the unique opportunity to
help elect the new bishop. In many dioceses, a bishop
is elected by orders, so a candidates has to get a
certain percentage of votes from both the clergy order
and the lay order. This can take as many ballots as
possible in order to elect.

Another committee appointed is a Transition
Committee, who will handle the details of making the
process for the new bishop smooth.

Bishop Alexander will remain our bishop until the
consecration of the new one. He said in his letter that
it's reasonable to expect the election to take place in
spring of 2012 with the consecration in late summer or
early fall.

We have invited Bishop Alexander to be here to kick
off our Lenten Series in 2012, and that will be a good
time for St. Nicholas to express our gratitude for his
ministry. There’s a chance that he’ll make another visit
on a Sunday before he leaves, as well. Bishop Keith
Whitmore, our assisting bishop, will be with us this year
on June 19, Trinity Sunday.

Please keep Bishop Alexander and all these
committees in your prayers during this transition, and
also pray for the person who will become our bishop.
While the average Episcopalian doesn't get to connect
with their bishop as often as their priest, the bishop’s
role is incredibly important. Our diocese is healthy, and
our parish is healthy because of the work of our
bishop. Thanks be to God for Bishop Alexander and
his leadership!
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1 Music Notes 1 : : %

1 Music Notes J $

Choir News

“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord;

serve the Lord with gladness.” ' ;
PO

Lenten/Easter Choir Formation

Rehearsals are Wednesdays 6:30 pm
# 3 % Lr() *+, *Tx
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Stewards of the Month

This month we recognize two groups of people who recently donated a meaningful
amount of time helping to maintain and beautify our wonderful church.

Our heartfelt thanks!
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St. Nicholas 2011
Lenten Series —

| Will Praise Him
with a New Song:
An Exploration of
Music and
Spirituality

Eat, Pray, and Learn in Lent
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Children’s meals and childcare will be available.
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Come join us for an

Altar Guild Demonstration

Saturday, March 5
10:00 a.m. at St. Nicholas

Each time we attend a worship service, the altar
is carefully appointed. Shining brass candles are
lit, altar hangings and vestments in appropriate
liturgical colors are in place and the elements for
the celebration of the Eucharist are resting on the
credence table and altar. Pristine white linens
are at the ready.

This is the work of the men and women of the
Altar Guild, working in pairs, under the
direction of Father Jeff. It is joyful work, done
with reverence and prayer.

The Altar Guild invites you come “behind the
scenes” and see how this work is accomplished.
Whether you are new to the Episcopal Church or
a longstanding member, this demonstration will
give you a new perspective on the Eucharistic
celebration. While there is absolutely no
obligation to join, you might find that you, too,
have a calling to this holy ministry.

Please plan to join us. A light lunch will be
served at noon.

Linda Sawyer, Vestry Worship Chair
Liz Dixon, Altar Guild Chair

Sign Up to Offer Flowers
to the Glory of God!

The art of arranging flowers is such an
enhancement to our common life together.
Flowers are also an important way to honor
people and give thanks to God.

On the bulletin board in the hallway, we have a
new sign up poster so you can sign up to offer
flowers in thanksgiving for someone or in
memory of someone. It’s not an expensive way
to show someone you care. The fee is $35.00 just
to cover the expense.

If you would like to do this, please sign up for a
particular Sunday to offer the flowers. We will
need at least a week’s notice. The Flower Guild
will do a beautiful job of arranging the flowers
for you. If you have any questions about how to
offer the gift of flowers in our worship service,
please contact Suzy Eidson at
eidson,suzy@gmail.com

LOBSTERFEST 2011:
SEPTEMBER 30

AT SWEET HOME
PLANTATION

9
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Parish Life

8 # 9 ,
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Date: Tuesday, March 8th
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. at Sheila Dixon’s home
RSVP: by Sunday, March 6th 171 Manton Drive, Fortson

On Shrove Tuesday (the day Directions to the Dixons:
before Ash Wednesday), we will
honor the occasion with a Mardi

6ras dinner at Sheila Dixon's Go west on Highway 116 for 7.5
home in Fortson. miles. Past I-185, take a left on
Highway 219. Go 10 miles and take
a right onto Manton Drive. The
Dixon's house is on the left, #171.

From the church:

Come join us for games,
fellowship and food. We'll also
be making Mardi Gras masks and
hats--fun for the entire From Columbus:

ilv!

family! Head north on River Road (Hwy
. . 219). Drive approximately 10 miles.

Please sign up for the dinner on | eft on Manton Drive. The Dixon's
the bulletin board in the church house is on the left, #171.
narthex or call Sheila Dixon at
706-322-9702 or 770'.823'8928 If you would like to carpool or
to make your reservations. caravan from the church, meet at
Donations will be accepted to 5:30pm.

cover the cost of the dinner.

Menu

Jambalaya
Beans and Rice
Roasted Oysters (for the adventurous!)
Salad
For the children: Hotdogs

King’s Cake
Iced Tea
Mojitos will be provided. BYOB Wine and Beer

ﬁ
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Parish Life
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Harris County 2011

RELAY

FOR LIFE RELAY

L FOR LIFE
L2 April 29th and 30th

Relay for Life is the ’
American Cancer

Society’s signature

activity. It offers everyone

in the community an = &
opportunity to participate # 7 g - (( 0C ((
in the fight against
cancer.

Teams of people meet at

the Harris County High

School football stadium A4 8
and take turns walking or

running around the track.

Each team is asked to A <3$ ¢
have a representative on

the track at all times

during the event. A LS

Relays are an overnight
event, up to 24 hours in BOL((( < 4 #
length, and participants B*@(( |

may, but are not required
to, camp out at

the stadium. 8 § Connie Blackmoni C $

")t - "(O>"0+,,*)D E

The St. Nicholas Out & About Group

invites you to join us for a
St. Patrick’s Day Potluck Dinner
March 19, 2011 at 6:30pm

at Nancy and Barry Snoots’ Home
35 West Straight Street, Waverly Hall, GA
You may contact Nancy & Barry at 706-582-3528
or nancyneff2002 @yahoo.com or bsnoots@wavetel.us
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Outreach

The Friends still need book

donations including paperbacks. You
can take your used but decent books
to either the Hamilton Library or the

Mountain Hill location. If you need Several members of St. Nicholas have helped sort and price thousands of
help, please call on Katherine great books for the BIG BOOK SALE at Sunnyside April 7 - 10. Bert Tomlin,
Johnson her family, and several others have taken two moving vans of books to
diohn57@bellsouth.net or Connie Sunnyside. Sharon Cheatham is helping to make Saturday, April 9th a day

for the community. There will be a plant sale, picnic, storytelling, and other

Blackmon connie.blackmon@att.net. events to add more fun to hunting for special books.

The sale is sponsored by the Friends of Harris County Public
Libraries and benefits our Libraries and Harris County's Ferst
Foundation program. This program sends free books every
month to all registered children under the age of five. Currently
sending books to 600 children, the program has 400 graduates.
These children have received more than 21,000 books over the
past 3 1/2 years. Studies show that children who participate in
this program are much better prepared to learn to read and
succeed in school and life.

Sunnyside Community Club is located on Hopewell Church
Road across from Piedmont, 2.5 miles east of 1-185.

The schedule for the book sale at Sunnyside is:

Thursday, April 7th from 5 to 8 pm
Preview Sale -- Admission $5.00; Members Free
Preview Party and Silent Auction - Open to alll Great collectibles on offer!
Friday, April 8th from 10 am to 8 pm. Free Admission
Saturday, April 9th from 8 am to noon Regular prices
from 12:30 to 4 pm HALF PRICE Sale
Sunday, April 10th from 1 to 6 pm BAG of BOOKS Sale No bag over $5.00

Miss Harris County High School Pageant
A Fund-Raiser for the Harris County High School Band
Saturday, March 12
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The Trolley Barn is two miles east of downtown Atlanta. The address is 963 DB*@ ((E " 6
Edgewood Ave., Atlanta, GA 30307. Access off 175/85 from the North via the
Jesse Hill Dr. Exit, 248-D, continue straight for three blocks to Edgewood Ave., turn 8 D+ Ba(( (CE #
left onto Edgewood Ave. The Trolley Barn will be on your right. Coming from the
South, exit at the Edgewood Avenue Exit, 248-B. At the stop light, turn right onto )
Edgewood Ave. and continue on Edgewood Ave. The Trolley Barn will be on your -
right. The Barn is one block west of the Inman Park Marta Station.

Bishop’s Walking Pilgrimage
along the Way of St. Francis

Bishop of Atlanta J. Neil ~ paths and roads that St. Francis loved, then return to
Alexander will lead a Rome by train.

walking pilgrimage along

Italy’s Way of St. Francis,

Camminodi Francesco,

April 24-May 7 and $3,900 per person includes airfare, ground transportation, hotels,
breakfast and dinner. Limited to 14 people. For more information,

. Al includ line by ai R ¢ contact Stan Beecham, a member of St. David’s, Roswell, and
journey will include traveling by air to Rome, a tour o director of Christian Pilgrims, LLC, 770-262-5556 or

invites interested people to join him. This 14-day

several holy sites there, then seven days of walking from www.ChristianPilgrims.org.
Rieti to Assisi on the Cammino di San Francesco.

Pilgrims will cover about 10 miles per day-retracing the
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Adult Formation _ T
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We congratulate everyone who transferred their membership to St. Nicholas in the past
year. We’re glad you are here!

David & Katherine Johnson, transfer from St. Thomas, Columbus (Jan. '10)

Nancy Snoots, transfer from Christ the King, Baltimore, Maryland (Feb. '10)

Dianne Armstrong, transfer from Trinity, Santa Barbara (Mar. '10)

April Hinnant, transfer from St. Anne's Catholic, Columbus (Apr. '10)

Kin & Beth Brown, transfer from St. Stephen's, Smith Station (May '10)

Carolyn & Judy Jacik, transfer from Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic, Maplewood, NJ (Nov. '10)
Edi Arnst, transfer from Advent Lutheran, LaGrange (Jan. '11)

Mallon & Kay Faircloth, transfer from Christ Church, Cordele (Feb. '11)
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Christian Education

Sunday School
Surroundings

This is going to be a moving and
inspirational Lent in Sunday
school. We have a cleaned up the
children’s Sunday school room
moved some things around to make more space available
to children ages 3 to 10 years. The new spring
curriculumof : 9 1 - 5 % :hasarrived
with the music CD .

Since we have rearranged some things in the room, we
are thinking about startinga "#" " * and using
the wonderful puppet screen that ; made
for us (if you are interested in participating in a puppet
ministry please contact me, Michelle Moody).

The children willbe * % * 0t * 1 #
D because we don't say Alleluia during

Lent. T am going to encourage the children and teens to

choose an outreach project for Lent, so talk to your

kids and ask them about what they might like to do.

T would like to thank all of our very gifted and
motivated Sunday school teachers for all their hard
work and dedication to our kids. Our Children and Teen
Sunday school teachers are:

Sheila Dixon
Michelle Moody
Marci and Graham Horne
Bert Tomlin
Jackie Lintner
April Hinnant
Peggy Martin
Father Jeff Jackson
Heather Roper (teens)

T would like to thank Linda and Mike Sawyer for the
new folding chairs in the children's Sunday school room.

I also thank Kenny and Terri Townsend for donating
the new "glider" in the nursery.

Nursery Tales
We have some great news about our nursery. We have
cleaned up, removed some items, changed things around
and are making the best of the limited space we have.

I am proud to announce that we will have three more
nursery attendants. Our current nursery worker, Kim
Stokes, asked for help and she came up with a great
plan and it is ready fo be put in place. There will be a
weekly rotation of the following people who will take
care of babies and toddlers under the age of 3 years:

Kim Stokes
Lilly Cain
Andy Butzon
Peggy Martin

Kim Stokes is a current teacher at the Alternative
School in Harris County and has a Masters degree in
Middle Grades Education and a Specialist degree in
Language Arts and History Education. She has
extensive experience teaching and working with
children.

Lilly Cain has a Bachelor of Science degree in Child
Development and Social Work and a worked with
children's ministries in other churches. She has been
substitute teacher, a volunteer tutor, and served as
PTA President at Pine Ridge Elementary School. Lilly
has two daughters.

Andy Butzon is a retired Pre-K teacher from
Brookstone School and has two grown sons, fwin 9-year-
old daughters and one granddaughter. She has also
been a foster care parent for many years.

Peggy Martin is retired from the Harris County School
District and she is a current substitute teacher. Peggy
has 3 grown children and six grandchildren, plus a
special gift for children's ministry.

Each person will take a Sunday and share the job by
getting paid the same amount each week, so the church
will not be paying extra compensation. This is an
optimum arrangement for the church, parents, and the
nursery attendants. The attendants will only have to
work one Sunday a month, the church will not spend any
more money, and if one can't be there on their
scheduled Sunday, they can swap dates with another
nursery teacher.

Please take a moment to thank each one of the teachers
and nursery attendants. They take care of our most
precious parishioners.
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#, <) / 00
Usher/ Greeter Tom Cheatham Lynn and Kenny Hall
Adult Reader John Brent Michelle Moody
Altar Guild Cox/Winsness (Baptism)
LEM Katherine Johnson Nick Simpson
Flower Guild Nancy Callaway
Acolyte ROBIN, RYLIE B., GRACE
Acolyte-Jr. Acolyte MARCUS
Acolyte- Youth Reader ROBIN

Lemonade /Cider

Caroline Jacik

Christian Education 9:45am

Graham Horne

ok

\)\V\

Sunday, March 6th

==

#,*) 0/ / 00
Usher/Greeter Dave & Sue Halmrast Graham Horne/Jan Pylant
Adult Reader Sue Halmrast Phebe Robertson
Altar Guild Sawyer/Tomlin
LEM Sue Halmrast Drucye Robinson
Flower Guild Suzie Eidson/Nancy Snoots
Acolyte A.BROWN, IVY, AH
Acolyte-Jr. Acolyte LIBBY
Acolyte- Youth Reader A. BROWN
Lemonade /Cider Donna Armstrong

Christian Education 9:45am

Peggy Martin
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Usher/ Greeter Tom Cheatham Scott Crowley/
Anne Simpson

Adult Reader Connie Blackmon Lynn Hall

Altar Guild Dixon/Brent

LEM Connie Blackmon Graham Horne

Flower Guild Linda Sawyer/Lynn Hall

Acolytes A.AVERY,DALTON,
EMILY

Acolyte-Jr. Acolyte MARCUS

Acolyte- Youth Reader A. AVERY

Lemonade /Cider

Anne Simpson

Christian Education 9:45am April Hinnant
#,*=) / 00
Usher/ Greeter Bobo & Barbara Morgan John & Charlotte Winsness
Adult Reader Larry Nordin Diane Hinnant
Altar Guild Nordin/Hinnant
LEM Julie Nordin Diane Hinnant
Flower Guild Bert Tomlin
Acolyte MM, SAM, ABBEY C.
Acolyte-Jr. Acolyte LIBBY
Acolyte-Youth Reader ABBEY C.
Lemonade /Cider Sheila Dixon
Christian Education 9:45am Marci Horne

Tip: It is easy to print just one or two pages of the newsletter.

After opening your newsletter in Adobe Reader, just click FILE, PRINT, and select
pages 15-16 to print the schedule.
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March 2011

Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts
of those who travel with us. So be quick to love, make haste to be
kind, and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the

Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. Amen.

| 2 3 4 5
6:30pm 10:00am
Choir Rehearsal Altar Guild
Demonstration
at St. Nicholas
6 7 8 9 ' 10 I 12
8:30am Holy Eucharist St Nicholas Fatherjeff ?Va'lable Di.o.cesan .
9:15am Breakfast/ Annual for imposition of Ministry Fair
Fellowship . ashes 12:00-5:00pm Cathedral of
9-45am Christi Mardi Gras St. Phili
:45am Christian P
Formation Classes Party atthe  Ash Wednesday Atlanta
I 1:00am Holy Eucharist Dixon’s Service 9:00am—4:00pm
Holy Baptism — Ella Jude 6:00—8:00pM 6:30—7:30pm
Townsend
5:30pm Youth Group
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
8:30am Holy Eucharist Lenten Dinner 6:30pm St. Patrick’s 6:30pm
9:15am Breakfast/ 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal Day Out and About
Fellowship Lenten Speaker Group St. Patrick’s
9:45am Christian 7:15pm 6:30pm Day Potluck
Formation Classes Episcopal 101 Dinner at Nancy
| 1:00am H0|)’ Eucharist and Barry Snoots’
12:00pmYouth Group Home
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8:30am Holy Eucharist Lenten Dinner | 6:30pm
9:15am Breakfast/Fellowship 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
zél‘:i'z;ns Christian Formation |;‘eln5ten Speaker 2_:30Pm
I 1:00am Holy Eucharist +1oPm inance
12:00pm Baby Shower & Committee
Luncheon at Hamilton Café Meeting
for the Jacksons—everyone
invited. RSVP to Sheila
Dixon
27 28 29 30 31
8:30am Holy Eucharist 6:30pm Lenten Dinner  6:30pm
9:15am Breakfast/ Vestry 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
Fellowship Meeting Lenten Speaker

9:45am Christian
Formation Classes

I 1:00am Holy Eucharist
5:30pm Youth Group

7:15pm
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Birthdays, Anniversaries and Thank Yo
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THANK YOU!

The parish of St. Nicholas expresses sincere thanks to
Linda and Mike Sawyer for the donation of new folding
chairs for the Children’s Sunday School Room. They did
this in order to give us more chairs to use for worship and
because these chairs are more child-friendly in terms of
weight and functionality.

P

THANK YOU!

Thanks to the
generosity of Kenny
and Terri Townsend,
our nursery now has a
new rocker/glider! This
gift was made in
memory of Joseph
Frank Townsend and in
thanksgiving for Luke
Evan and Ella Jude
Townsend.

Also, special thanks go
to Gene Demonet for
putting the chair together!
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The Spirit of St. Nicholas
Newsletter

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and

should be sent to the editor at:

stnicholas.harriscounty@gmail.com
or Drucye.Price@mchsi.com

March Newsletter Deadline
Tuesday, March 15, 2011

All suggestions, photos, and news
of family and parish are welcome.

St. Nicholas
Episcopal Church

The Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander
The Rt. Rev. Keith Whitmore

The Rev. Jeff Jackson

Mr. Sam Roney, Director of Music

VESTRY

Dave Halmrast—Stewardship and
Senior Warden (2012)

Connie Blackmon—Outreach (2013)
Chris Butzon—Building and Grounds
(2011)

Sheila Dixon—Parish Life and Activities
Lynn Hall-Adult Formation (2013)
Michelle Moody—Christian Education
and Junior Warden (2011)

Drucye Robinson—Communications
(2011)

Linda Sawyer—Worship (2013)

Anne Simpson—Hospitality (2012)

Visit us on the web: stnicholashamilton.org
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Our Mission

In fulfillment of the Great Commission, the mis-
sion of St. Nicholas Episcopal Church in
Harris County, Georgia is to be an example to
the world of Christ’s love for all people. We do
this by:

+Being welcoming & inviting of all people

+Being supportive of our community & engaged
in our community

+Accepting where people are in their journey.
+Helping in any way, spiritually or physically
+Nurturing spiritual growth

+Educating people about who we are, what we
do, and what we believe

Or, to be brief, our mission is to be an example
of Christ’s love.

Our Vision

St. Nicholas will be the center of nourishment in
mind, body, & spirit for all people in our
community.

Out of love for Christ and this community...

+all will be welcome at God’s table.

+We will nourish them with thoughtful and
vibrant programs for all ages.

+We will worship God dynamically and
contemplatively.

+We will serve to meet the needs of a hurting
world.

+We will build a campus to facilitate this vision.
+We will seek resources to make this vision
possible.
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